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« that time: 1Ki 13:33,34
= the son of Jeroboam : 1Ki 14:12,13 Ex 20:5 1Sa 4:19,20 31:2 2Sa 12:15
« 1 Kings 14 Resources - multiple sermons and commentaries

THE HEIR TO THE
THRONE IS ILL

At that time - What time? After the continued ordination of false priests at the high places (1Ki 13:33-34+) in spite of the sign of the
split altar and stiffened arm (healed by the man of God). "The order of the narrative shews that the writer of Kings connects the
sickness of Jeroboam's son with the events which have been narrated in the previous chapter in the nature of a divine judgement."
(Lumby) So now we see the judgment of God beginning to unfold against Jeroboam by causing his son and potential royal heir to
become ill (cf 1Ki 14:10-11+). Jeroboam did have another heir for 1 Kings 15:25+ says "Now Nadab the son of Jeroboam became
king over Israel in the second year of Asa king of Judah, and he reigned over Israel two years."

Abijah the son of Jeroboam became sick - Abijah means “my father is Yah(weh),” suggesting a pretentious claim on the part of
Jeroboam. The name Abijah can be confusing because it is the name of the son of Jeroboam in the present story and is also the
name of Rehoboam's son (also called Abijam - 1Ki 14:31) who succeeded him as King of the Southern Kingdom.

James Smith - PRAYING IN DISGUISE 1 Kings 14:1-17

“Prayer against His absolute decree

No more avails than breath against the wind,

Blown stifling back on him that breathes it forth:

Therefore to His great bidding | submit.”
—MILTON.

The more deeply we are imbued with the spirit of prayer the more simple and child-like shall we become. “Sublimity always is
simple,” is how Longfellow puts it. Eloquent prayers may only be the haughtiness of the human heart in disguise. The wife of
Jeroboam is not the only one who has put on the mask while making their requests known unto God. Purity of worship was at a very
low ebb while King Jeroboam made the “lowest of the people priests” and consecrated “whosoever would” (chap. 13:33), “l want to”
is by no means the only qualification for the service of God. The Lord had sent a warning cry against this unholy altar (chap. 13:2).
Now the jealous God of Israel visits the iniquity with judgment. This attempt to outwit and delude the prophet of the Lord has its
lessons for us. There was a—

I. Knowledge of God.

Jeroboam could not be a stranger to the great things Jehovah had wrought for His people Israel; and had not
the prophet of the Lord foretold him that he should be “king over this people?” (1Ki 5:2). But the revealed will of
God had been set aside. His acts of worship were now according to his own thoughts and convenience, so he
made Israel to sin by the substituting of his own ways for the ways of the Lord (1Ki 12:33). There may be a
knowledge of the ways and will of God, while the daily life is a presumptuous denial of the divine revelation.

II. Feeling a Need. “Abijah the son of Jeroboam fell sick” (1Ki 14:1).

They were very anxious to know “what shall become of the child” (1Ki 14:3). Our dearest and our best are
never beyond the withering touch of God’s finger. Every sorrow and disappointment may be to us as goads to
drive us nearer our God if our hearts are right with Him. There is bitterness of heart that cannot be spoken into
the ears of ordinary mortals; that needs the touch of the Eternal. The yearning of the soul at such times is to
know what the will of God is concerning us.

Ill. Disguising of Character.

The wife of Jeroboam changed her appearance and went to inquire of the man of God, “feigning herself to be
another woman” (1Ki 14:2-5). Perhaps the king knew that the old prophet Ahijah was blind by reason of age,
but both he and his wife seemed to forget that God was not blind. It is utterly needless for any one to come to
God feigning themselves to be different from what they are; and yet this disguising of the true character, while
making requests known unto God, is a common pious fraud. On our knees we may pretend to believe all that
the Lord hath spoken, then among our fellowmen we put on our self-magnifying glasses, and forget the Lord
that bought us. God looks on the heart, and as a man thinketh in his heart so is he before Him.

IV. Complete Failure.



As soon as she came to the door of the prophet she heard these mask-scathing words, “Come in thou wife of
Jeroboam, why feignest thou thyself to be another” (1Ki 14:6). The veil of her disguise was rent from the top to
the bottom, and the light of God’s presence shone in upon her. Saul had his disguise torn off him while on the
way to Damascus. The Pharisee that went up to the temple to pray feigned himself a righteous man, but he
went away as he came, with his mask untouched and his soul unblessed (Luke 18:14). Jeroboam and his wife
were desirous of knowing the mind of the Lord about their child, but they were afraid to face the will of God
concerning themselves and their ungodly lives. The disguise was evidently an attempt to avoid the dreaded
prediction of the “man of God” in the preceding chapter. Is there anything in the background of our lives that
we are afraid God should deal with, things which make us put on a mask when we venture to seek for divine
light or guidance? It will not improve matters to hide them, God will deal with us according to our daily life
before Him. Therefore come to the light that the evil deeds may be reproved, confessed, and cleansed (John
3:19-21), for be sure your sin will find you out.

John Kitto - The Disguised Princess—I Kings 14:1-18

This quiet place, apart among the enclosing hills, is Shiloh. It was once the seat of the Lord’s tabernacle, his altar, and his ark, and
was then replete with holy activities and solemn sounds. But since these departed, it has been well nigh forsaken, and has relapsed
into a silent village, or a small rural town. Yet still holy things are here—holy men, who have found here a sort of refuge from the
wickedness of the time—a quiet retreat, favorable to sacred memories, and to the nourishment of holy thoughts. Among them is
Ahijah, that old prophet who rent the new cloak of Jeroboam, and promised him the largest share of the divided kingdom. He is now
blind. Upon the outer world, made foul by man’s abominations, he has closed his eyes, and sees and lives by the light that shines
within.

Now observe that woman stealing down the street, and seeking the old prophet’s house. By her guise she is of the peasantry, and
she bears a basket. Yet her gait scarcely befits her garb; and the quick furtive glance she casts around under her coarse hood-veil,
betrays some conscious concealment, some fear of recognition, some purpose she would not wish to have known.

This woman, mean as she seems, is the lady of the land; and although her basket contains but a few cakes and biscuits, and a little
honey, she might, if she pleased, have filled it with precious and costly things. She is the wife of Jeroboam—as far as we know, his
only wife,—the mother of his heir; and therefore, if he had a score of wives, the chief of them all. That heir, by name Abijah, is
alarmingly ill; and, at the instance of Jeroboam, and impelled by motherly love, that royal lady has come all the way from Tirzah, in
this disguise, that she may learn of the prophet what is to become of her son; and the things in her basket are gifts for the man of
God, suited to the condition she had assumed. The disguise was thought necessary to conceal this visit from the people, and partly
in the idle hope of obtaining, in the semblance of another, the desired answer, unmixed with the reproof and denunciation, which
Jeroboam knew that his conduct had been calculated to draw down, from the prophet who had foretold his exaltation. He thus
foolishly thought to cozen the Lord, through his prophet, out of an answer of peace, and slyly to evade the judgment he feared might
be connected with it; and he idly calculated that the prophet, whose view could extend into the future, hid in the counsels of God,
could not see through a present matter wrapped up only in the thin cover of it woman’s hood. “There was never,” says Dr. Hall, “a
wicked man who was not infatuate, and in nothing more than in those things wherein he hoped most to transcend the reach of
others.”

All this fine contrivance was blown to pieces the moment the wife of Jeroboam crossed Ahijah’s threshold; for then she heard the
voice of the blind prophet—“Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam; why feignest thou thyself to be another? for | am sent to thee with
heavy tidings.” He then broke forth in a strong tide of denunciation against Jeroboam, because he had sinned and made Israel to
sin; and the voice which had proclaimed his rise from a low estate to royal power, now, with still stronger tone, proclaimed the
downfall and ruin of his house—quenched in blood—its members to find tombs only in the bowels of beasts and birds. There was
one exception—only one. The youth of whom she came to inquire—he only should come to his grave in peace, by dying of his
present disease, because in him only was “found some good thing towards the Lord God of Israel in the house of Jeroboam.”

Woeful tidings these for a mother’s heart; and scarcely, perhaps, intelligible to her stunned intellect. Here was beginning of judgment
upon Jeroboam, and upon her, because she was his. Judgment in taking away the only well-conditioned and worthy son; and
judgment stored up in and for the ill-conditioned ones who were suffered to remain. God, when it suits the purposes of his wisdom
and his justice, can afflict no less by what he spares than by what he takes.

Yet there was mercy in this judgment; mercy, strange as it seems to say,—to him on whom the sentence of death was passed. It is
so stated; and it is more intelligible, than it seems. It was because there was some good thing found in him that he should die. Death
was to be for him a reward, a blessing, a deliverance. He should die peaceably upon his bed; for him all Israel should mourn; for him
many tears be shed; and he should be brought with honor to his tomb. More than all, he would be taken from his part in the evil that



hung over his house; and the Lord’s vindicatory justice would thus be spared the seeming harshness of bringing ruin upon a
righteous king for his father’s crimes. Alas! how little do we know the real objects of the various incidents of life and death—of mercy,
of punishment, and of trial! In this case the motives were disclosed; and we are suffered to glance upon some of the great secrets of
death, which form the trying mysteries of life. Having the instance, we can find the parallels of lives, full of hope and promise,
prematurely taken, and that in mercy, as we can judge, to those who depart. The heavenly Husbandman often gathers for his garner
the fruit that early ripens, without suffering it to hang needlessly long, beaten by storms, upon the tree. Oh, how often, as many a
grieved heart can tell, do the Lord’s best beloved die betimes—taken from the evil to come,—while the unripe, the evil, the injurious,
live long for mischief to themselves and others! Roses and lilies wither far sooner than thorns and thistles.

Doleful were the tidings the disguised princess had to bear back to the beautiful town of Tirzah. All remoter griefs were probably to
her swallowed up in this—which rung continually in her ears in all her homeward way,—“When thy feet enter into the city the child
shall die.” It is heavy tidings to a mother that she must lose her well-beloved son; but it is a grievous aggravation of her trouble that
she might not see him before he died. They who were about him knew not that he was to die today, and therefore could not estimate
the preciousness of his last hours, and the privilege of being then near him, and of receiving his embrace. She knew; and she might
not be near, nor pour out upon her dying son the fulness of a mother’s heart. Knowing that her son lay on his death-bed, her first
impulse must have been to fly home to receive his dying kiss; but her second to linger by the way, as if to protract that dear life
which must close the moment she entered the city. Never, surely, before or since, was a distressed mother so woefully torn between
the contrary impulses of her affection!

At last her weary steps reached the city; and, as she entered its gate, her son died, and she was only just in time to press to her
arms the heart still warm, although it had ceased to beat.

1 Kings 14:2 Jeroboam said to his wife, “Arise now, and disguise yourself so that they will not know that you are the wife
of Jeroboam, and go to Shiloh; behold, Ahijah the prophet is there, who spoke concerning me that | would be king over
this people.

= disguise: 1Ki 14:5,6 22:30 1Sa 28:8 2Sa 14:2 2Ch 18:29 Lu 12:2
= Ahijah: 1Ki 11:29-38
= 1 Kings 14 Resources - multiple sermons and commentaries
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Shiloh is also called Silo - see just above Ephraim

JEROBOAM'S WIFE'S
CLANDESTINE CONSULTATION

Jeroboam said to his wife, “Arise now, and disguise yourself so that they will not know that you are the wife of Jeroboam,
and go to Shiloh; behold, Ahijah the prophet is there, who spoke concerning me that | would be king over this people (1Ki
11:29-40+) - Why is Jeroboam's wife being sent on this mystery mission? The context tells us she is sent to inquire about
Jeroboam's sick son Abijah. Shiloh (Silo) was the site where Joshua divided the tribes by lot,was the site of the temple during the
Judges period and was Ahijah's home. Shiloh is located in the territory of the tribe of Ephraim, in the central hill country of Israel,
about 20 miles (32 km) north of Jerusalem but only a few miles north northeast of Shiloh so that the journey his wife would take
would not be a long one. It is interesting that Ahijah (clearly a true prophet of God) remained in the Northern Kingdom in spite of
Jeroboam's abominable apostasy. It was as if God had him stationed there to provide a lifeline to Jeroboam if he were willing to
humble himself.

It is interesting the KJV has "Arise, | pray thee, and disguise thyself." (1Ki 14:2KJV) Jeroboam's prayer was misguided!

Regarding the disguise, we do not know if the disguise was intended to fool Ahijah or to conceal Jeroboam (via his wife) going to a
prophet of the LORD. L M Grant makes a good point stating that "Jeroboam was totally insensible of the sovereign omniscience of
God. He wanted information from God and thought he could fool God into giving him the information without knowing to whom he
was giving it!"

J. Rawson Lumby has pointed out Jeroboam’s plans "reveal to us a singular condition of mind ... we see the king confident in the
prophet’s power of foretelling the future even in the case of an individual life, and yet thinking that the queen could go to him with her
question and he not know who was making the inquiry.” (Eirst Kings page 90)
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Wayne Barber on why this disguise - Perhaps he did not want the people to know he was seeking help from a prophet of the Lord.
Perhaps he was too proud to admit the evil of his ways and humble himself before the Lord and one of His true servants. His actions
admitted that he was powerless to bring healing to his son. All his man-made rituals and self-appointed priests were helpless and
useless. (Life Principles from the Kings of the Old Testament)

Dale Ralph Davis: Ahijah had admonished Jeroboam to function according to the David-standard (1Ki 11:37-38), but he had not
done so; Jeroboam had determined that neo-bovinism would do more for royal stability than covenant orthodoxy. Hence his bull cult
(12:25-33). He likely knew Ahijah would hold a ‘jaundiced’ view of his religious innovations. He therefore dare not approach Ahijah
directly, nor must his wife in any recognizable form. That would be sure to bring a bad word from the prophet. But if the royal wife
appeared simply as an anxious Israelite mother seeking a word from God regarding her stricken son, why, the prophet might well be
prone to give her a ‘good’ word. Certainly a gift (fee for services?, v. 3) wouldn’t hurt. In fact, the situation was better than Jeroboam
dared hope, for Ahijah could scarcely see a thing anymore (v. 4b)! Here is the king, then, with his magical view of the word of
Yahweh. If he can only weasel a positive pronouncement out of the prophet, his son will surely recover. Even a manipulated word will

be a certain word. (1_Kings: The Wisdom and the Folly )

Cyril Barber - The king was understandably concerned about his son, and he wanted to know if Abijah would recover. On an earlier
occasion, Ahijah the prophet had spoken to Jeroboam and predicated that he would become king. This prophecy had come to pass.
Now Jeroboam determined to seek out the prophet. He believed that if anyone could tell him if Abijah would get better, Ahijah could.
But he was afraid to visit the prophet himself, for he feared that the prophet would denounce him for his sins. So he devised a
strategy whereby his wife would go in his place. Did Jeroboam ask for prayer that the lad might recover? Jeroboam had asked for
prayer at the feast when his arm had become stuck in an outstretched position. Fear had seized him and he had quickly implored
the man of God from Judah to intercede for him that his arm might be restored. The prophet had prayed for him, and the Lord had
graciously responded to his request. Now, however, with Abijah so ill, what would this loving father do? Would he humble himself,
confess his unworthiness, and ask a gracious God to heal his son? (See Barber's note below) (See The Books of Kings. Volume 1:
The Righteousness of God ... - Page 412)

Cyril Barber - It will help us understand Jeroboam’s actions if we pause for a moment to consider the effect of
insecurity upon certain people. If we draw a horizontal line we will be able to place different styles of response
on a continuum.

At the one extreme of insecurity we have people who are fearful. They will most often withdraw from
threatening situations and in most instances will avoid challenges. They are resentful of authority, but will
generally respond with reluctance when told what to do.

At the other extreme are those whose feelings of insecurity are mingled with pride or arrogance. They are
constantly striving to prove that they are capable people. In reality, they are frequently presumptuous and
insensitive when it comes to dealing with other people. And because they often sabotage themselves they are
denied any real success.

In the middle are those who flip-flop back and forth. Jeroboam fits in this group. There were times when he
exhibited arrogance and an “I can do it by myself’ attitude, and then there were those instances when he
pulled back (as in this chapter when he sent his wife on an errand). His words show his fear of facing Ahijah
one-on-one. After determining to send Abijah’s mother, his pride asserted itself and he determined, “I won'’t
ask him to pray for my son. I'll just ask him if he is going to recover.”

People at both extremes of the continuum are vulnerable to both internal and external pressures. These
pressures are most often handled in the wrong way, and so success is often denied them. And those in the
middle lack stability, for they vacillate back and forth between the extremes.

AHIJAH - The distinguished prophet of Shiloh, who was interested in Jeroboam I. In Solomon's lifetime Ahijah clothed himself with a
new robe, met Jeroboam outside Jerusalem, tore the robe into twelve pieces, and gave him ten, in token that he should become
king of the ten tribes (1 Ki 11:29-39). Later, when Jeroboam had proved unfaithful to Yahweh, he sent his wife to Ahijah to ask in
regard to their sick son. The prophet received her harshly, foretold the death of the son, and threatened the extermination of the
house of Jeroboam (1 Ki 14). The narrative makes the impression that Ahijah was at this time a very old man (1 Ki 14:4). These
incidents are differently narrated in the long addition at 1 Ki 12:24 found in some of the Greek copies. In that addition the account of
the sick boy precedes that of the rent garment, and both are placed between the account of Jeroboam's return from Egypt and that
of the secession of the ten tribes, an order in which it is impossible to think that the events occurred. Further, this addition attributes
the incident of the rent garment to Shemaiah and not to Ahijah, and says that Ahijah was 60 years old.

Other notices speak of the fulfillment of the threatening prophecies spoken by Ahijah (2 Ch 10:15; 1 Ki 12:15; 15:29). In 2 Ch "the
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prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite" is referred to as a source for the history of Solomon (9:29).

1 Kings 14:3 “Take ten loaves with you, some cakes and a jar of honey, and go to him. He will tell you what will happen to
the boy.”

» take: 1Ki 13:7 1Sa 9:7,8 2Ki 4:42 5:5,15 8:7-9
« He will tell you: 2Ki 1:2 8:8 Lu 7:2,3 Joh 4:47,48 11:3
= 1 Kings 14 Resources - multiple sermons and commentaries

JEROBOAM'S TRUST
IN ABIJAH'S PROPHECY

Take ten loaves with you, some cakes and a jar of honey, and go to him- This would seem to be recompense for the prophet's
service. Why Jeroboam wants to carry this out in secret is not clear (see discussion in comments on 1Ki 14:2). Rather than taking a
gift to Ahijah, Rehoboam would have done better had he sent his wife with a request for Ahijah to pray for his son. But of course
general prerequisites for prayer are a sense of need and a willingness to humble oneself, and Jeroboam only had the former!

The KJV has "take with thee ten loaves, and cracknels, and a cruse of honey." J Rawson Lumby explainscracknels this way - "The
word so rendered is found only here and in Joshua 9:5. In the present passage it must mean a sort of cake, perhaps dry baked. The
whole of the present which the queen was to take with her was such as a woman of humble position would bring." (Eirst Kings page
90) (Jeroboam may have thought [if he even knew this Scripture] he could fool Ahijah like the Gibeonites had fooled Joshua with
their disguise in Joshua 9:3-6+!)

Bob Utley points out that "It was expected to bring a prophet a gift (NIDOTTE, vol. 4, p. 342) of food when asking a question (cf.
1Sa 9:7; 1Ki 13:7; 2Ki 5:15, 2Ki 5:22-23; 2Ki 8:8-9).

He will tell you what will happen to the boy- It makes sense that Jeroboam would trust Ahijah since his words had proved true
regarding Jeroboam's rule over the 10 Northern tribes.

Warren Wiersbe reminds us that Jeroboam had asked another prophet (man of God) to pray "for healing for his arm (1Ki 13:6+),
and now he asked the prophet Ahijah to heal his son, the crown prince and heir to the throne. It's obvious that physical blessings
were more important to him than spiritual blessings. Like many nominal believers and careless church members today, the only time
Jeroboam wanted help from God'’s servant was when he was in trouble." (Bible Exposition Commentary)

August Konkel: In spite of his divine calling and privileged position as a successor to Solomon, Jeroboam is remembered as the
king who brought destruction to himself and to his land. Though Israel has a long history with many wicked kings, the prophetic
historians view the fall of Israel as the responsibility of Jeroboam. This king violated three fundamental theological propositions of
the kingdom of God: The promise of God belonged to the Davidic dynasty (cf. 1Ki 12:26—27); only the temple could represent the
divine presence (1Ki 12:28-29); the worship of God was to take place in Jerusalem (1Ki 12:30-33). Ahijah condemns Jeroboam on
each of these three counts.28 Jeroboam’s dynasty ends because he established other symbols of worship so the people would not
go to Jerusalem (1Ki 14:9-11). The prophetic interpretation of Israel’s history is that Jeroboam has fundamentally undermined
loyalty to God and is thus responsible for the nation’s destruction. (See 1 and 2 Kings - Page 254)

1 Kings 14:4 Jeroboam’s wife did so, and arose and went to Shiloh, and came to the house of Ahijah. Now Ahijah could not
see, for his eyes were dim because of his age.

« Shiloh: 1Ki 11:29 Jos 18:1 1Sa 4:3,4 Jer 7:12-14
« for his eyes: Ge 27:1 48:10 De 34:7 1Sa 3:2 4:15 Ps 90:10 Ec 12:3
= 1 Kings 14 Resources - multiple sermons and commentaries

AGED AHIJAH IS
PHYSICALLY BLIND

Jeroboam’s wife did so, and arose and went to Shiloh, and came to the house of Ahijah. Now Ahijah could not see, for his
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eyes were dim (literally "his eyes were set" - used of Eli 1Sa 4:15+) because of his age (at 78 my vision was dimming but cataract
surgery completely reversed the visual loss) - Perhaps it was Ahijah's old age which kept him from moving to Judah. Ahijah's
physical vision was impaired but as we soon see his spiritual vision is "20/20," and God's revelation enables him only by hearing her
steps to recognize the disguised wife and to give a deadly prophetic warning regarding Jeroboam's son and his kingdom!

Cyril Barber - Ahijah had not bowed before the ever-so-popular golden calves or compromised his convictions to suit the whim of
the king. He had retained his integrity, and God was able to use him in spite of his physical infirmities. (What an encouragement this
is to those who likewise suffer from some disability or the limitations of old age!) (See The Books of Kings, Volume 1: The
Righteousness of God - Page 414)

Bob Utley - his eyes were dim because of his age - Isaac had this same problem in his old age (cf. Gen. 27:1), as did Jacob/Israel
(cf. Gen. 48:10). The priest at Shiloh, Eli, also had eye problems in his old age (1 Sam. 3:3). These problems are common to all
humans. God allows age to weaken, even His special servants. Do not let physical or emotional problems cause you to question
God's love and care for you! HUMAN AGING

1 Kings 14:5 Now the LORD had said to Ahijah, “Behold, the wife of Jeroboam is coming to inquire of you concerning her
son, for he is sick. You shall say thus and thus to her, for it will be when she arrives that she will pretend to be another
woman.”

KJV 1 Kings 14:5 And the LORD said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of Jeroboam cometh to ask a thing of thee
for her son; for he is sick: thus and thus shalt thou say unto her: for it shall be, when she cometh in, that she
shall feign herself to be another woman.

NET 1 Kings 14:5 But the LORD had told Ahijah, "Look, Jeroboam's wife is coming to find out from you what
will happen to her son, for he is sick. Tell her so-and-so. When she comes, she will be in a disguise."

CSB 1 Kings 14:5 But the LORD had said to Ahijah, "Jeroboam's wife is coming soon to ask you about her
son, for he is sick. You are to say such and such to her. When she arrives, she will be disguised.”

ESV 1 Kings 14:5 And the LORD said to Ahijah, "Behold, the wife of Jeroboam is coming to inquire of you
concerning her son, for he is sick. Thus and thus shall you say to her." When she came, she pretended to be
another woman.

NIV 1 Kings 14:5 But the LORD had told Ahijah, "Jeroboam's wife is coming to ask you about her son, for he
is ill, and you are to give her such and such an answer. When she arrives, she will pretend to be someone
else."

NLT 1 Kings 14:5 But the LORD had told Ahijah, "Jeroboam's wife will come here, pretending to be someone
else. She will ask you about her son, for he is very sick. Give her the answer | give you."

NRS 1 Kings 14:5 But the LORD said to Ahijah, "The wife of Jeroboam is coming to inquire of you concerning
her son; for he is sick. Thus and thus you shall say to her." When she came, she pretended to be another
woman.

NJB 1 Kings 14:5 Now Ahijah could not see, his eyes were fixed with age, but Yahweh had told him,
'Jeroboam's wife is now on her way to ask you for a prophecy about her son, as he is sick. You will tell her
such and such. When she comes, she will pretend to be some other woman.'

= Now the LORD 2Ki 4:27 6:8-12 Ps 139:1-4 Pr 21:30 Am 3:7 Ac 10:19,20
= 1 Kings 14 Resources - multiple sermons and commentaries

Related Passages:

Proverbs 21:30 There is no wisdom and no understanding And no counsel against the LORD.

AHIJAH RECEIVES
WORD FROM YAHWEH

Now the LORD had said to Ahijah, “Behold, the wife of Jeroboam is coming to inquire of you concerning her son, for he is
sick. You shall say thus and thus to her, for it will be when she arrives that she will pretend to be another woman - The


https://books.google.com/books?id=F077DwAAQBAJ&pg=PA414&dq=Ahijah+had+not+bowed+before+the+ever-so-popular+golden+calves+or+compromised+his+convictions+to+suit+the+whim+of+the+king.+He+had+retained+his+integrity,+and+God+was+able+to+use+him+in+spite+of+his+physical+infirmities.+(What+an+encouragement+this+is+to+those+who+likewise+suffer+from+some+disability+or+the+limitations+of+old+age!)&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj30uqNuNqLAxWLG9AFHQuKCWgQ6AF6BAgJEAM
https://www.freebiblecommentary.org/old_testament_studies/VOL06AOT/VOL06AOT_14.html
http://www.freebiblecommentary.org/special_topics/age.html

thrust of her mission was to ask the prophet ABOUT her son, not to ask something FOR him. How Yahweh communicated
(theophany, dream, simply audio, etc) is not known (cf Heb 1:1+). There is a phrase that says "The jig is up!" which means
Jeroboam's wife's deception has been discovered and is coming to an end as she arrives.

1 Kings 14:6 When Ahijah heard the sound of her feet coming in the doorway, he said, ‘Come in, wife of Jeroboam, why do
you pretend to be another woman? For | am sent to you with a harsh message.

= Come in, wife of Jeroboam: Job 5:13 Ps 33:10

= why do you pretend: 1Ki 14:2,5 Eze 14:3-5,7,8 Lu 20:20-23 Ac 5:3-5,9,10 Heb 4:13

« Forlam: 1Ki 14:10,11 13:20-22 20:42 21:18-24 22:8 1Sa 15:16,26 28:18 Jer 21:2-7 Eze 2:4,5 Da 4:19-25 4:19-25 5:17-28
Mk 14:21

= 1 Kings 14 Resources - multiple sermons and commentaries

ABIJAH UNCOVERS RUSE
AND RELATES BAD NEWS

When Ahijah heard the sound of her feet coming in the doorway- Ahijah cannot see but obviously God has given him
revelation that the footsteps at his doorway were those of Jeroboam's wife. Note the paradox of a blind seer but no blindness with
the all-seeing Lord.

he said, “Come in, wife of Jeroboam, why do you pretend to be another woman?- Good question! You can't fool this prophet.

For | am sent to you with a harsh message (Heb. hard tidings) - The prophet explains he has a harsh message, undoubtedly
regarding Jeroboam's son.

C H Spurgeon - A hearer in disguise 1 Kings 14:6 (See full sermon A Hearer in Disguise)

Here was an occasional hearer; and we make the observation that this occasional hearer was totally destitute of all true piety. Most
occasional hearers are. Those who have true religion are not occasional hearers. You will find that truly gracious persons are
diligent in the use of the means. Instead of thinking it a toil to come up to the place of worship, | know there are some of you who
wish there were two Sundays in the week; and the happiest times you ever have are when you are sitting in these seats and joining
in our sacred songs. There are no words which give you a better idea of heaven as a place than:

‘Where congregations ne’er break up,
And Sabbaths have no end.’

Gracious souls love the place where God’s honour dwells, and the assembling of themselves together is always a blessed thing to
them; but occasional hearers are generally graceless persons—I know how you spend your Sunday. There is the morning: you are
not up very early; it takes a long time to dress on a Sunday morning; then follows the Sunday paper, with the news of the week; that
must be gone through. The wife has been toiling hard all the morning with the dinner; what do you care? Then there is the afternoon,
when there is a little more lolling about. Then in the evening, there is the walk. But the day, after all, is not very happy and
comfortable: and sometimes you have wished there were no Sundays except that they give your body a little rest. You do not fear
God, nor do you care for his service.

F B Meyer - 1 Kings 14:6 | am sent to thee with heavy tidings.

How foolish! Jeroboam thought that the old prophet could penetrate the vail that hid the future, but not the disguise in which his wife
wished to conceal herself. As we might have expected, the aged prophet’s inner sight read her heart. From God no secrets are hid.
Immediately on His accosting her by her name there came the dread announcement of inevitable disaster.

We must not hesitate to unfold all the consequences of sin. As watchmen on the walls, we are bound to tell men of the certain
fearful looking for of fiery indignation which shall devour the transgressors. None of us should flinch from declaring the whole
counsel of God. We should specially insist on the guilt side of sin. Not only that it is a misfortune, a mistake, an error, a disease, a
tyranny; but a crime. The sinner is a criminal, who has incurred the just wrath and anger of a holy God: for which he must suffer a
due recompense.

Oh for more tenderness that we may with tears warn men of their doom! We are so self-possessed, so stolid; we need to ask that
our eyes, like Jeremiah’s, should be fountains of tears, that we might weep day and night. If the tidings are heavy, let us first feel


https://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/the+jig+is+up
https://www.spurgeon.org/resource-library/sermons/a-hearer-in-disguise/

their pressure on our own hearts; let us bend over the regions of despair and darkness, and hear the bitter weeping, wailing, and
gnashing of teeth, and come back to warn our brethren, lest they also come to that place of torment. Though it was with fear and
much trembling that Paul preached the Gospel, yet he did not shun to declare the whole counsel of God. And while we go to men
with the good tidings of salvation, we must not withhold the heavy tidings from those who persist in unbelief.

1 Kings 14:7 “Go, say to Jeroboam, ‘Thus says the LORD God of Israel, “Because | exalted you from among the people and
made you leader over My people Israel,

=« Because | exalted you: 1Ki 12:24 16:2 1Sa 2:27-30 15:16 2Sa 12:7,8
= 1 Kings 14 Resources - multiple sermons and commentaries

Related Passage:

2 Peter 1:21+ for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke
from God.

AHIJAH BEGINS A
LENGTHY PROPHECY

Go, say to Jeroboam, ‘Thus says the LORD God of Israel, “Because | exalted you from among the people and made you
leader over My people Israel (context = 10 northern tribes) - God states that it was He who raised up Jeroboam from his humble
position as an overseer. The divine indictment was directed directly at Jeroboam. Ahijah's prophecy from Yahweh continues for 10
verses from 1Ki 14:7-16. He begins not with the bad news, but with an explanation of why the news would be bad. As Ahijah will
explain, it has to do with divine privileges that were squandered by willful disobedience.

Ahijah's words are Jehovah's words reflecting His omniscience, omnipotence and foreknowledge, truth that can either comfort the
afflicted or afflict the comfortable. These are words of prophecy and not written as an addition after the events predicted transpired!
Believe it or not!

Was there to be no room for repentance?
The moving finger writes; and, having writ,
Moves on; nor all your piety nor wit

Shall lure it back to cancel half a line;

Nor all your tears wash out a word of it.13

1 Kings 14:8 and tore the kingdom away from the house of David and gave it to you-yet you have not been like My servant
David, who kept My commandments and who followed Me with all his heart, to do only that which was right in My sight;

= tore the kingdom: 1Ki 11:30,31
=« my servant David: 1Ki 3:14 11:33-38 15:5 2Ch 17:3 28:1 Ac 13:22,36
= 1 Kings 14 Resources - multiple sermons and commentaries

THE CONTRAST BETWEEN
JEROBOAM AND DAVID

And tore (gara) the kingdom away from the house of David and gave it to you- Jeroboam had received God's gift of the
Northern Kingdom by grace and not be anything he did to merit that gift.

HOUSE OF DAVID - 25x/25v - House of David refers to the dynasty of King David—his royal lineage,
descendants, and the covenant promise God made to him. The House of David was central to messianic
prophecy for the Messiah (God’s anointed one) would come from David’s royal line, David's house. 1 Sam.
20:16; 2 Sam. 3:1; 2 Sam. 3:6; 1 Ki. 12:19; 1 Ki. 12:20; 1 Ki. 12:26; 1 Ki. 13:2; 1 Ki. 14:8; 2 Ki. 17:21; 1 Chr.
17:24; 2 Chr. 8:11; 2 Chr. 10:19; 2 Chr. 21:7; Neh. 12:37; Ps. 122:5; Isa. 7:2; Isa. 7:13; Isa. 22:22; Jer. 21:12;
Zech. 12:7; Zech. 12:8; Zech. 12:10; Zech. 12:12; Zech. 13:1; Lk. 1:69

Yet - The striking contrast. The contrast would be between Jeroboam and David.


https://www.preceptaustin.org/joel-2-commentary#rend

You have not been like My servant('ebed) David, who kept (shamar) My commandments (mitsvah) and who followed
(halak) Me with all his heart (lebab), to do only that which was right (yashar) in My sight - Yahweh compares (and contrasts)
Jeroboam's behavior with that of His servant David. David was a type and an example to be followed (emulated) by all subsequent

kings whether in either north or south. Note the grace and mercy of God to David who clearly was a sinner, but who God says
followed Me with all his heart.

THOUGHT - With David (and with all believers today) God is not looking for perfection, but He is looking for
direction. He is looking for a broken and contrite spirit when we sin against Him (because we will!). We should
never use this truth as an excused for our sin, but should continually seek (enabled by God's Spirit) to live
sensibly, righteously and godly in this present age (Titus 2:12+).

1 Kings 14:9 you also have done more evil than all who were before you, and have gone and made for yourself other gods
and molten images to provoke Me to anger, and have cast Me behind your back—

NET 1 Kings 14:9 You have sinned more than all who came before you. You went and angered me by making
other gods, formed out of metal; you have completely disregarded me.

CSB 1 Kings 14:9 You behaved more wickedly than all who were before you. In order to provoke Me, you
have proceeded to make for yourself other gods and cast images, but you have flung Me behind your back.

ESV 1 Kings 14:9 but you have done evil above all who were before you and have gone and made for
yourself other gods and metal images, provoking me to anger, and have cast me behind your back,

NIV 1 Kings 14:9 You have done more evil than all who lived before you. You have made for yourself other
gods, idols made of metal; you have provoked me to anger and thrust me behind your back.

NLT 1 Kings 14:9 You have done more evil than all who lived before you. You have made other gods for
yourself and have made me furious with your gold calves. And since you have turned your back on me,

NRS 1 Kings 14:9 but you have done evil above all those who were before you and have gone and made for
yourself other gods, and cast images, provoking me to anger, and have thrust me behind your back;

NJB 1 Kings 14:9 you have done more evil than all your predecessors, you have gone and made yourself
other gods, idols of cast metal, provoking my anger, and you have turned your back on me.

NAB 1 Kings 14:9 You have done worse than all who preceded you: you have gone and made for yourself
strange gods and molten images to provoke me; but me you have cast behind your back.

YLT 1 Kings 14:9 and thou dost evil above all who have been before thee, and goest, and makest to thee
other gods and molten images to provoke Me to anger, and Me thou hast cast behind thy back:

= you also have done more evil than all who were before you: 1Ki 14:16 12:28 13:33,34 15:34 16:31

« have gone and made for yourself other gods: De 32:16,17,21 Jdg 5:8 2Ch 11:15 Ps 106:19,20 115:4-8 Isa 44:9-20 Jer
10:14-16

« to provoke: 1Ki 14:22 De 9:8-16,24 2Ki 21:3 23:26 2Ch 33:6 Ps 78:40,56 106:29 Jer 7:9,10 Eze 8:3,17 1Co 10:22

= cast me: Ne 9:26 Ps 50:17 Eze 23:35

= 1 Kings 14 Resources - multiple sermons and commentaries

Related Passages:

1 Kings 11:31-33+ He said to Jeroboam, “Take for yourself ten pieces; for thus says the LORD, the God of
Israel, ‘Behold, | will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and give you ten tribes 32 (but he will have
one tribe, for the sake of My servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city which | have chosen from
all the tribes of Israel), 33 because they have forsaken Me, and have worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the
Sidonians, Chemosh the god of Moab, and Milcom the god of the sons of Ammon; and they have not walked
in My ways, doing what is right in My sight and observing My statutes and My ordinances, as his father David
did.

TURNING FROM GOD TO IDOLS
PROVOKING GOD'S ANGER


https://www.preceptaustin.org/psalm_113_commentary#s
https://www.preceptaustin.org/leviticus_26_commentary#keep
https://www.preceptaustin.org/deuteronomy-30-commentary#commandment
https://www.preceptaustin.org/psalm_1_commentary#b
https://www.preceptaustin.org/proverbs_423_commentary#h
https://www.preceptaustin.org/proverbs-15-commentary#u

you also have done more evil than all who were before you - This is a condemning characterization of Jeroboam's wicked
reign. More evil than all who were before you must refer not only to the kings who had preceded Jeroboam, but to the cases of
idolatry in the earlier days, e.g.the period of the Judges. The only significant idolatry prior to Judges was when Aaron made the
golden calf.

Bob Utley - "you also have done more evil than all who were before you" This is a hyperbolic statement since Jeroboam was
the first king of Israel. It is similar to the imagery of Eccl. 1:16 (i.e., "more than all who were in Jerusalem before me," only David
preceded Solomon in Jerusalem).

And have gone and made for yourself other gods and molten images (massekah) to provoke Me to anger (kaas), and have
cast (shalak/salak) Me behind your back - Jeroboam's descent into defiling idolatry was inexcusable in light to the fact that Abijah
had explained to him that Solomon and his people had forsaken Yahweh and worshiped Ashtoreth, etc (see 1Ki 11:31-33).
Somehow this logic failed to compute with Jeroboam. To me this suggests how powerful is the seduction by the fallen flesh to
worship anything by God!

Cast Me behind your back is an expression indicative of the extreme degree of contempt! Woe! Jeroboam blatantly turned his back
on the true and Living God! Little wonder that Yahweh was provoked to anger! See FERTILITY WORSHIP OF THE ANE

Jeroboam failed to do

The things the Lord asked him to.

He did not walk within God'’s light;

He did not rule his kingdom right.

He did not follow in God’s way,

So things went wrong for him each day.
Until at last his son was dead,

The crown was taken from his head.

-- E. FitzGerald,

The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam, Stanza 71

Bob Utley - "provoke Me to anger" This term (BDB 494, KB 491, Hiphil INFINITIVE CONSTRUCT) is used often of YHWH's attitude
toward idolatry (cf. Deut. 4:25; 21:29; 32:16,28; 1 Kgs. 14:9,15; 16:16,21,32,36; 22:54; 2 Kgs. 17:11; 23:19; 2 Chr. 28:25; Neh. 3:37;
Jer. 7:18-19; 11:17; 32:29,32; 44:3). ANTHROPOMORPHIC LANGUAGE USED TO DESCRIBE DEITY

Bob Utley - "and have cast Me behind your back™ This and similar idioms (BDB 1020, KB 1527, Hiphil PERFECT) denote an act of
rejection by ignoring YHWH's law (cf. Neh. 9:26; Ps. 50:17; Jer. 2:27; 32:33; Ezek. 23:35). This idiom is used in a positive sense of
YHWH forgiving sins in Isa. 38:17 (i.e., out of sight, out of mind). It is used of YHWH rejecting His covenant people because of their
continuing disobedience in Jer. 18:17.

Victor Yap: The king will sink to new low. Dung is mentioned for the first time and only time in the Old Testament (v 10). Dogs
(plural) are unclean animals. Burning (v 10), scattering (v 15) and “stirred up/provoked” (v 15) are in the intensive piel form
(translated with a “surely”). There was no king as rotten and evil as Jeroboam in the eyes of God during the period of the Kings
because he continued, rallied and perpetuated sin besides sinning personally, like no one else before or after.

Molten images (04541) massekah is from the root nasak mainly used for the "pouring out" of a drink offering or libation, and for the
"casting" of metal images. When the word means a libation or drink offering, it is associated with sacrifices that seal a covenant
relationship (Isa. 25:7; 28:20; 30:1); however, the word usually signifies an image or molten metal, a cast metal image, molten
image, an image of an idol made out of metal. The most glaring use is the molten calf in Ex 32:4 and Ex 32:8 (Ps 106:19). God then
make it clear " “You shall make for yourself no molten gods." (Ex 34:17, cf Lev 19:4, Dt 27:15). "Later, when God renews his
covenant following this early act of idolatry, he first warns them to not worship any other gods and then explicitly forbids them from
making “gods of cast metal” (masséka; Exod 34:13-17; compare Deut 27:15). Several other times when masséeka is used, it refers
back to the event at Sinai when Israel worshiped this calf (Deut 9:12, 16; Neh 9:18; Psa 106:19). The word may be used to make
explicit that a certain idol was overlaid in metal, especially with the phrase pesel umasséka (n2oni 799), which literally means
“‘image and molten image” but functions as a hendiadys meaning “image of cast metal” (Deut 27:15; Jdg 17:3). The word is also
used in general contexts condemning idolatry that frequently pile up multiple synonyms for idolatrous images (Isa 30:22; Hos 13:2)."
(Lexham Theological Wordbook)

James Smith - BEHIND THY BACK
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“Thou hast cast Me behind Thy back” (1 Kings 14:9).
“Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back” (Isaiah 38:17).

What an amazing contrast! In the first God is speaking to a King, in the second a king is speaking to God. In the former a sinner is
seen casting God behind his back, whilst in the latter God is seen casting, not the sinner, but the sinner’s sin behind His back. Again
we remark, what an amazing contrast! How magnanimous of the Lord to deal so mercifully with the repentant soul! But then, it is just
like Him.

Some Scripture texts need a great deal of explanation, but these two are as clear as noonday, and require no interpretation. Yet,
though they may be read clearly afar off, we may see additional beauty in them by closer inspection. Note first:

|. The Sinner Casting God Behind his Back.

Our first Scripture formed part of a message addressed by God to Jeroboam, first king of the ten tribes. There are reasons for
believing that, before his elevation to the throne, he was a humble follower of Jehovah, for when his eldest son was born he gave
him the name of Abijah, which means, “Jehovah is my father,” or “Jehovah is my desire.” However, no sooner did he become king
than he made the blunder of his life—erected golden calves for his subjects to worship. Merely worldly policy dictated such a step.
He took counsel with himself and not with the Lord (see 1 Kings 12:26). Now his sin seems more heinous when we note that he
knew that it was for this very sin God had permitted the revolt (see 1 Kings 11:33). Warnings were sent to him, but to no purpose,
and now God permits his eldest son to be smitten with an incurable malady. Anxious about his beloved son, the king bethought
himself of the despised and neglected prophet of God; but, not willing to face him himself, like a coward, sent his wife, bidding her to
disguise herself, and take only the present of an almost destitute person. But her efforts to disguise herself were all to no purpose,
and the Lord gave the prophet this stern message to send to the king by his wife.

Now could there be a more serious and damning charge? To cast behind the back is an act expressive of utter disregard and
contempt. It signifies that God had been treated as of no value, and of no consequence, as worthless and useless.

But let us come a little closer. Cannot God lay such a charge at the door of every one of us? Truthfully can He say to thee, dear
reader, “Thou hast cast Me behind thy back.” Do you deny it? Well, now, can you say, “| have set the Lord always before me?” That
is to say, you have always made Him your model and ideal, have ever kept Him in mind, recognising His presence with you? If you
cannot—and who dare say that he has—if He is not before you He must be behind you! And what about God’s law? In the prayer of
penitence offered in Neh. 9:26, Israel confessed that their fathers had “cast Thy law behind their backs.” Have you always loved and
kept His laws? The fact is, we were born with our backs to God. And whilst some deliberately and wilfully cast Him behind their
backs, the vast majority do it unthinkingly and carelessly, yet nevertheless it is done just as certainly.

What a relief it is to turn to our second Scripture.
Il. God Casting the Sinner’s Sin Behind His Back.

This is part of good King Hezekiah’s outburst of praise to God on his recovery from a most serious illness. He remembered, and
placed on record, that, though in common with his fellows, he had cast God behind his back, yet, on confessing his sin, and seeking
mercy, God had cast his sin behind His back. And there are thousands to-day who can, and do, give the same glad and joyous
testimony. This is not according to our deserts. If we received our due, He would treat us as we have treated Him. And does He act
thus because He thinks lightly of sin? For answer to that question go to Calvary. Jesus, our Lord, suffered in our stead. It is because
God cast His beloved Son behind His back that He can now cast the repentant sinner’s sin behind His back.

“My sin is ever before me,” moaned another king in heartbroken sorrow. Ah! that is it; when the sinner sets his sins before his own
face and confesses them to the Lord, then it is that the merciful Lord sets them behind His back. Alleluia!

1 Kings 14:10 therefore behold, | am bringing calamity on the house of Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jeroboam every
male person, both bond and free in Israel, and | will make a clean sweep of the house of Jeroboam, as one sweeps away
dung until it is all gone.

NET 1 Kings 14:10 So | am ready to bring disaster on the dynasty of Jeroboam. | will cut off every last male
belonging to Jeroboam in lIsrael, including even the weak and incapacitated. | will burn up the dynasty of
Jeroboam, just as one burns manure until it is completely consumed.

CSB 1 Kings 14:10 Because of all this, | am about to bring disaster on the house of Jeroboam: | will eliminate
all of Jeroboam's males, both slave and free, in Israel; | will sweep away the house of Jeroboam as one



sweeps away dung until it is all gone!

ESV 1 Kings 14:10 therefore behold, | will bring harm upon the house of Jeroboam and will cut off from
Jeroboam every male, both bond and free in Israel, and will burn up the house of Jeroboam, as a man burns
up dung until it is all gone.

NIV 1 Kings 14:10 " 'Because of this, | am going to bring disaster on the house of Jeroboam. | will cut off from
Jeroboam every last male in Israel--slave or free. | will burn up the house of Jeroboam as one burns dung,
until it is all gone.

NLT 1 Kings 14:10 | will bring disaster on your dynasty and will destroy every one of your male descendants,
slave and free alike, anywhere in Israel. | will burn up your royal dynasty as one burns up trash until it is all
gone.

NRS 1 Kings 14:10 therefore, | will bring evil upon the house of Jeroboam. | will cut off from Jeroboam every
male, both bond and free in Israel, and will consume the house of Jeroboam, just as one burns up dung until it
is all gone.

NJB 1 Kings 14:10 For this | shall bring disaster on the House of Jeroboam, | shall wipe out every manjack of
the family of Jeroboam, fettered or free in Israel, | shall sweep away the House of Jeroboam as a man sweeps
dung away till none is left.

NAB 1 Kings 14:10 Therefore, | am bringing evil upon the house of Jeroboam: | will cut off every male in
Jeroboam's line, whether slave or freeman in Israel, and will burn up the house of Jeroboam completely, as
though dung were being burned.

YLT 1 Kings 14:10 'Therefore, lo, | am bringing in evil unto the house of Jeroboam, and have cut off to
Jeroboam those sitting on the wall -- shut up and left -- in Israel, and have put away the posterity of the house
of Jeroboam, as one putteth away the dung till its consumption;

GWN 1 Kings 14:10 " 'That is why | will bring disaster on Jeroboam's house. | will destroy every male in his
house, whether slave or freeman in Israel. | will burn down Jeroboam's house. It will burn like manure until it is
gone.

BBE 1 Kings 14:10 So | will send evil on the line of Jeroboam, cutting off from his family every male child,
those who are shut up and those who go free in Israel; the family of Jeroboam will be brushed away like a man
brushing away waste till it is all gone.

RSV 1 Kings 14:10 therefore behold, | will bring evil upon the house of Jeroboam, and will cut off from
Jeroboam every male, both bond and free in Israel, and will utterly consume the house of Jeroboam, as a man
burns up dung until it is all gone.

« | will bring: 1Ki 15:25-30 Am 3:6

« him that pisseth: 1Ki 16:11 21:21 1Sa 25:22,34 2Ki 9:8,9

= him that is shut up: De 32:36 2Ki 14:26

= as one sweeps away dung: 1Sa 2:30 2Ki 9:37 21:13 Job 20:7 Ps 83:10 Isa 5:25 14:19,23 Jer 8:2 Eze 26:4 Zep 1:17 Mal 2:3
Lu 14:34,35

= 1 Kings 14 Resources - multiple sermons and commentaries

JEHOVAH CLEANS
HOUSE OF JEROBOAM

Therefore - Term of conclusion. This conclusion is based on the depth and gravity of Jeroboam's evil just described.

Behold (hinneh - the idea is "Listen up!" "Pay attention!"), I am bringing calamity (misery, distress, injury) on the house of
Jeroboam, and will cut off (karath) from Jeroboam every (note this all inclusive adjective) male person (Literally - "those who
urinate against a wall"), both bond and free in Israel - The entire family is to be exterminated. God is sovereign and here is clearly
the One Who will orchestrate the total annihilation of Jeroboam's lineage. The consequences of the sins of fathers don't stop with
fathers!

THOUGHT - It is interesting to note that the prophet gives a short-range prediction (death of his son), a
medium-range prediction (calamity of the house of Jeroboam) and a long-range prediction (against the entire
nation - 1Ki 14:15). The fulfillment of the short range prophecy underscored the fulfillments of the medium and


https://www.preceptaustin.org/malachi_4_commentary#b

long-range prophecies. | see the hand of divine mercy in this pattern, for had Jeroboam responded with
repentance after the short-term fulfillment, he might have avoided the fulfillment of the other prophecies. But
Jeroboam was so deceived by his sin that he failed to Behold or "Listen Up!" and refused to humble himself
and repent.

The KJVis more literal "that pisseth against the wall" which while a bit crude was an idiom that basically refers to royal
descendants. In other words, it refers to the class of males who are privileged to relieve themselves in royal quarters, those who are
to be a ruler and deliverer (see similar phrase in 1Ki 16:11, 1Ki 21:21, 2Ki 9:8 - always a reference to the royal family). In this
context Yahweh's prophecy is that He would every one of Jeroboam's male descendants.

And | will make a clean sweep (NIV, NET = "I will burn up") of the house of Jeroboam, as (term of comparison - simile) one
sweeps away dung (NET = "as one burns manure") until it is all gone - This is a vivid term of comparison, for everyone knows
how complete is the removal of refuse. So too would be the house of Jeroboam! This is a picture of total annihilation of the house of
Jeroboam.

NET NOTE - Heb “and | will cut off from Jeroboam those who urinate against a wall (including both those who are) restrained and let
free (or “abandoned”) in Israel.” The precise meaning of the idiomatic phrase 21ty Vixy (‘atsur vé’azuv) is uncertain. For various
options see HALOT 871 s.v. 6 1xy and M. Cogan and H. Tadmor, Il Kings (AB), 107. The two terms are usually taken as polar
opposites (“slaves and freemen” or “minors and adults”), but Cogan and Tadmor, on the basis of contextual considerations (note the
usage with ooy [‘efes], “nothing but”) in Deut 32:36 and 2 Kgs 14:26, argue convincingly that the terms are synonyms, meaning
“restrained and abandoned,” and refer to incapable or incapacitated individuals.

NET NOTE on as one sweeps away dung - The traditional view understands the verb qva (ba’ar) to mean “burn.” Manure was
sometimes used as fuel (see Ezek 4:12, 15). However, an alternate view takes Wva as a homonym meaning “sweep away” (HALOT
146 s.v. Il hy2). In this case one might translate, “I will sweep away the dynasty of Jeroboam, just as one sweeps away manure it is
gone” (cf. ASV, NASB, TEV). Either metaphor emphasizes the thorough and destructive nature of the coming judgment.

Cut off (03772)(karath) literally means to cut, to cut off or to sever an object from its source or cut into parts and implies a violent
action. For example, Zipporah "cut off her son’s foreskin." (Ex 4:25) or the Jews "cut down a branch with a single cluster of grapes."
(Nu 13:2-24, cf Dt 19:5, 20:19-20, Jdg 9:48-49, 1Sa 5:4, 17:51, 24:4-5,11, 31:9, 2Sa 10:4, 2Sa 20:22) In another literal use as
punishment to Israel for breaking the Mosaic covenant (cf Dt 29:25, 31:16), God says He will "cut down (karath) your incense altars”
(Lev 26:30, cf Jdg 6:25-26, cf 1Sa 28:9). A sacrificial animal was not to be offered if it was "cut" (karath) (Lev 22:24). Karath means
"chewed" (cutting food with teeth) in Nu 11:33.

KARATH IN KINGS AND CHRONICLES- 1 Ki. 2:4; 1 Ki. 5:6; 1 Ki. 5:12; 1 Ki. 6:36; 1 Ki. 7:2; 1 Ki. 7:12; 1 Ki.
8:9; 1 Ki. 8:21; 1 Ki. 8:25; 1 Ki. 9:5; 1 Ki. 9:7; 1 Ki. 11:16; 1 Ki. 14:10; 1 Ki. 14:14; 1 Ki. 15:13; 1 Ki. 18:4; 1 Ki.
18:5; 1 Ki. 20:34; 1 Ki. 21:21; 2 Ki. 9:8; 2 Ki. 11:4; 2 Ki. 11:17; 2 Ki. 17:15; 2 Ki. 17:35; 2 Ki. 17:38; 2 Ki. 18:4;
2 Ki. 19:23; 2 Ki. 23:3; 2 Ki. 23:14; 1 Chr. 11:3; 1 Chr. 16:16; 1 Chr. 17:8; 1 Chr. 19:4; 2 Chr. 2:8; 2 Chr. 2:10;
2 Chr. 2:16; 2 Chr. 5:10; 2 Chr. 6:11; 2 Chr. 6:16; 2 Chr. 7:18; 2 Chr. 15:16; 2 Chr. 21:7; 2 Chr. 22:7; 2 Chr.
23:3; 2 Chr. 23:16; 2 Chr. 29:10; 2 Chr. 34:31

1 Kings 14:11 “Anyone belonging to Jeroboam who dies in the city the dogs will eat. And he who dies in the field the birds
of the heavens will eat; for the LORD has spoken it.”’

= that dies: 1Ki 16:4 1Ki 21:19,23,24 Isa 66:24 Jer 15:3 Eze 39:17-19 Rev 19:17,18
= 1 Kings 14 Resources - multiple sermons and commentaries

Related Passages:

1 Kings 16:4+ “Anyone of Baasha who dies in the city the dogs will eat, and anyone of his who dies in the field
the birds of the heavens will eat.”

1 Kings 21:23+ “Of Jezebel also has the LORD spoken, saying, ‘The dogs will eat Jezebel in the district of
Jezreel’ 24 “The one belonging to Ahab, who dies in the city, the dogs will eat, and the one who dies in the
field the birds of heaven will eat.”


http://studylight.org/lex/heb/view.cgi?number=03772
https://www.preceptaustin.org/zephaniah-3-commentary#c

CARCASSES FOOD
FOR DOGS AND BIRDS

Anyone belonging to Jeroboam who dies in the city the dogs will eat. And he who dies in the field the birds of the heavens
will eat - Both of these divine judgments describe dishonorable burials (in effect no burial at all if carnivores devoured the bodies). It
was this circumstance which rendered it so horrible to the Oriental mind to be cast out unburied! The picture of dogs devouring
carcasses is especially gruesome for ancient dogs were not like our pet dogs but were vicious scavengers that frequented garbage
dumps outside cities. And notice that Ahijah is not giving a metaphorical description but a very real description of what would take
place as roving gangs of dogs fought over the carcasses of Jeroboam’s sons.

Cyril Barber on birds - The second image is likewise graphic. Those who would die in battle, or who were assassinated away from
a city, would have their eyes plucked out and their flesh picked from their bones by birds that find rotting flesh delectable. (See The
Books of Kings, Volume 1: The Righteousness of God ... - Page 418)

THOUGHT - Oh beloved, may we never forget that the wages of our sins are very costly to our families!

For (term of explanation) the LORD has spoken it- The LORD spoke it, thus it would come to pass, as God's Word always
does. (cf. Isa. 14:24; 25:10; 40:8; 45:23; 46:10; 55:8-11; 59:21; Matt. 24:35). The specific phrase found here is repeated often in 1
Kings to confirm a prophet's message (cf. 1 Kgs. 13:26 = "the word of the LORD which He spoke"; 1Ki 15:29 = " the word of the
LORD, which He spoke"; 1Ki 16:12,34 = "he word of the LORD, which He spoke"; 17:16; 22:38).

THE WORD OF THE LORD WHICH HE SPOKE- 1 Ki. 13:26; 1 Ki. 14:18; 1 Ki. 15:29; 1 Ki. 16:12; 1 Ki.
16:34; 1 Ki. 17:16; 1 Ki. 22:38; 2 Ki. 9:36; 2 Ki. 10:17; 2 Ki. 15:12

1 Kings 14:12 “Now you, arise, go to your house. When your feet enter the city the child will die.

=« when your feet: 1Ki 14:3,16,17 2Ki 1:6,16 Joh 4:50-52
= 1 Kings 14 Resources - multiple sermons and commentaries

JEROBOAM'S JUDGMENT
BEGINS - SON DIES

Now you, arise, go to your house. When your feet enter the city the child will die- Imagine how she felt as she walked back to
the city and was preparing to take that last step into the city! The death of their son served as the sign that God will fulfil the
remainder of His promised judgments to wipe out the line of Jeroboam.

Cyril Barber - As we consider the prediction of Ahijah, we are confronted with what appears to be a discrepancy. We might be
inclined to pass over it, but some people find fault with the Scriptures wherever and whenever they can, and so we need to be
prepared to answer them. The issue is, When did Abijah die? Did death occur when his mother entered the city (14:12) or when she
crossed the threshold of her home (14:17)? In reality, there is no discrepancy. As Abijah’s mother entered the city, her son died. She
was probably hoping that the blind prophet was wrong, and so hurried toward the house that served as a palace. This took a few
minutes. As she crossed the threshold of her home, she heard the first wail of the mourners. It had taken those attending her son
these few minutes to realize what had happened. Then, most likely, they tried to resuscitate the lad. Only when these efforts failed,
did they verify his death. By that time, the queen mother had walked the distance from the gate of the city to the entrance of her
house. (See The Books of Kings. Volume 1: The Righteousness of God ... - Page 421)

1 Kings 14:13 “All Israel shall mourn for him and bury him, for he alone of Jeroboam’s family will come to the grave,
because in him something good was found toward the LORD God of Israel in the house of Jeroboam.

= shall mourn: Nu 20:29 Jer 22:10,18
« found: 2Ch 12:12 19:3 Job 19:28 Eze 18:14-32 Phm 1:6 2Pe 2:8,9
= 1 Kings 14 Resources - multiple sermons and commentaries

Related Passages:

Deuteronomy 28:26 (CURSES TO ISRAEL FOR DISOBEYING MOSAIC COVENANT) “Your carcasses will be


https://books.google.com/books?id=Fy1LAwAAQBAJ&pg=PA418&dq=The+second+image+is+likewise+graphic.+Those+who+would+die+in+battle,+or+who+were+assassinated+away+from+a+city,+would+have+their+eyes+plucked+out+and+their+flesh+picked+from+their+bones+by+birds+that+find+rotting+flesh+delectable.&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjM_KGtzdqLAxXQIEQIHfxIKiwQ6AF6BAgJEAM
https://books.google.com/books?id=Fy1LAwAAQBAJ&pg=PA421&dq=%25C2%25A0As+we+consider+the+prediction+of+Ahijah,+we+are+confronted+with+what+appears+to+be+a+discrepancy.+We+might+be+inclined+to+pass+over+it,+but+some+people+find+fault+with+the+Scriptures+wherever+and+whenever+they+can,+and+so+we+need+to+be+prepared+to+answer+them.+The+issue+is,+When+did+Abijah+die?+Did+death+occur+when+his+mother+entered+the+city&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiJ4_iN0tqLAxWALtAFHdznJkcQ6AF6BAgKEAM

food to all birds of the sky and to the beasts of the earth, and there will be no one to frighten them away.

Jeremiah 8:2 “They will spread them out to the sun, the moon and to all the host of heaven, which they have
loved and which they have served, and which they have gone after and which they have sought, and which
they have worshiped. They will not be gathered or buried; they will be as dung on the face of the ground.

Jeremiah 22:19 “He ( Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah) will be buried with a donkey’s burial,
Dragged off and thrown out beyond the gates of Jerusalem.

THE ONLY GOOD ONE
FROM JEROBOAM

All Israel shall mourn for him and bury him, for he alone of Jeroboam’s family will come to the grave, because in him
something good was found toward the LORD God of Israel in the house of Jeroboam - Abijah, though called 'a child" in verses
3, 12 and 17 must have been of such an age as to exhibit qualities that made him beloved of the people (and presumably by God).
This child is the only person from the house of Jeroboam who will be buried with dignity.

Something good toward the LORD God gave rise to a Jewish tradition that Abijah had endeavored, contrary to the wishes of his
father, to encourage the people to go up to Jerusalem to worship. This is however speculation.

Farrar writes: “The passage about Abijah has a unique preciousness, because it stands alone in Scripture as an expression of the
truth that early death is no sign at all of the Divine anger, and that the length or brevity of life are matters of little significance to God,
seeing that, at the best, the longest life is but as one tick of the clock in the eternal silence.” (See The Expositor's Bible: The First
Book of Kings: Exploring ...) (I would add we are immortal until God's work He gave us before the foundation of the world is
accomplished - Acts 13:36+ says "For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep, and
was laid among his fathers, and underwent decay." )

C H Spurgeon - Abijah, or Some good thing towards the Lord 1 Kings 14:13 (See full sermon Abijah, or Some Good Thing
Towards the Lord)

This ‘good thing’ is described to us in the text in a certain measure. It was a ‘good thing towards the LORD God of Israel’. The good
thing looked towards the living God. In children there often will be found good things towards their parents: let these be cultivated,
but these are not sufficient evidences of grace. In children there will sometimes be found good things towards amiability and moral
excellence: let all good things be commended and fostered, but they are not sure fruits of grace. It is towards God that the good
thing must be that saves the soul. Remember how we read in the New Testament of ‘repentance toward God, and faith toward our
Lord Jesus Christ.” The way the face of the good thing looks is a main point about it. There is life in a look. If a man is travelling
away from God every step he takes increases his distance from him, but if his face is toward the Lord he may be only capable of a
child’s tottering step, but yet he is moving nearer and nearer every moment. There was ‘some good thing’ in this child towards God,
and that is the most distinguishing mark of a truly good thing. The child had love, and there was in it love to Jehovah. He had faith,
but it was faith in Jehovah. His religious fear was the fear of the living God; his childlike thoughts, desires, prayers and hymns went
towards the true God. This is what we desire to see not only in children, but in adults: we wish to see their hearts turned to the Lord,
and their minds and wills moving towards the Most High. Strange that it should be wonderful for the creature man to look towards his
Creator and yet it is so. Indeed there is no surer sign of a renewed heart than when a man exclaims, ‘I will arise and go to my father’.

BURIAL PRACTICES
|. Mesopotamia

A. Proper burial was very important to a happy afterlife, which was often viewed as an extension of this life
(see WHERE ARE THE DEAD?).

B. An examp